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PAULA T. DOW
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law

124 Halsey Street, 5% ploor

P.O. Box 45029 . FILED

Newark, New Jersey 07101 DECEMBER 14 2011
b

"~ NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD

By: Bindi Merchant
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

Deputy Attorney General
Tel: (973) 648-7454

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY

DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION :
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF : Administrative Action

: CONSENT ORDER

RAMON REGC, MD
LICENSE NO., 25MA05810600

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND SURGERY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

> 29 me 1w

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Medical

Examiners (“Board”) by Paula T. Dow, Attorney General of the State of New

Jersey upon the arrest of Ramon Rego, M.D,, (“Respondent”), on November

20, 2011 for Driving While Intoxicated aftrer a single car rollover crash.

The investigation of the crash scene disclosed approximately 25

prescription pill bottles, a majority of which were empty. The

prescriptions were for Hydrocodone Tablets, Carisoprodol, and Hydrocodone

Suspension. All of the bottlaes reflected Respondent as the prascriber.
Additicnally, there was a large quantity of whipped cream canisters

Most of these canisters had been emptied of the Nitrous Oxide
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propellant,
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Subsequent to Respondent’s arrest, he advised the Attorney General
that he was an ongoing participant in the Alternate Resclution Program
of the Professional Assistance Program of New Jersey (“PAP”). According
to the PAP, Respondent was under treatment and monitoring for
hypertension and hypoglycemia and glucose elevated levels that may have
lead to his emergency rooms visits in early 2011 for episodes of semi-
conscious state and erratic driving. _

The parties being desirous of resolving this matter without the
necessity of further proceedings, and it appearing that Respondent has
read the terms of the within Order and understands their meaning and
effect and consents to be bound by same, the Board finding that the

within Order is adequately protective of the public health, safety, and
welfare, and for good cause shown, ,

. IT IS, thereforg, on this ]L4 day of R:)xasl_x~1£~201l,
ORDERED THAT; .
) 1. Respondent, Ramon Rego, M.D,, is hereby granted leave to

voluntarily surrender his license, which surrender is deemed to be an
indefinite suspension of his license to practice medicine and surgery in
the State of New Jersey pending demonstration of fitness and further

order of the Board.

2. At a minimum, prior to any restoration of licenss, Respondent
shall:
a) Participate in the Professional Assistance Program of New

Jersey (“PAP”) and comply with the requirements of the

progran.

b) Appear before the Board, or a committee thereof, with the

support of the PAP, to discuss his readiness to re-enter the
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practice of medicine. At that time, Respondent shall be
prepared to propose his plans for future practice in New
Jersey;

¢) Provide the Board with evidence that he is capable of
discharging the functions of a licensee in a manner consistent
with the public’s health, safety, and welfare and that he is
not then suffering from any impairment or limitation resulting
from the use of alcohol or any drug which could affect his
practice;

d} Provide the Board with discharge summaries from any in-
patient programs and reports from each and every health care
professional who has participated in Respondent’s care and/or
treatment for the disability in this matter during the period
of time from the date the within Order is filed to his
appearance before the Board;

e) Provide the Board with a report from the PAP detailing the
nature and extent of his involvement with that entity, and
whether he has abided by the recommendations made by the PAPR;
£} Affirmatively establish his fitness, competence and
capacity to re-enter the active practice of medicine ana
surgery within New Jersey; and

g) Provide the Board with a full account of his conduct during
the intervening period of time from his entry into this Order

to his appearance,

Respondent shall comply with the attached directives for

physicians whose surrender of licensure has been accepted by the Board,

which are incorporated herein by referencs.
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4, Respondent shall notify the DEA of this Order and return his
original ©bS registration to the New Jersey State Board of Medical
Examiners, Poat Office Box 183, Trenton, New Jerseay, 08625~0183, upon
receipt of a filed copy of this Order.

5. The partiss hereby stipulate that entry of this Consent Order
is without prejudice to further action or investigation by this Board,
the Attorney General, the Drug Control Unit, the Division of Consumer
Affairs, or other law enforcement entities resulting from Respondent

conduct prior to the entry of this Order,

NEW JERSEWRD OF MEDI AL ExaMINERS

Paul T, Jordan, M\DL__,//

Pregident

I have read anpg understand the
within Consent Order and agres
to be bound by its terms.

M_‘—AA‘ oAt
Ramon Rago, M.D,

//2//2 /.?Gfl

Date

Consentpd to as fo .
«ﬁ ﬂ»\(

Ke?in Kelly, Esq,

2[R0
Date // /
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DIRECTIVES APPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE
WHO I8 DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE
- HAS BEEN ACCEPTED

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10, 2000

All licensees who are the subjectof a disciplinary order of the Board are required to provide
the information required on the addendum to these directives. The information provided
will be maintained separately and will not be part of the public document filed with the
Board. Failure to provide the Information required may result in further disciplinary action
for failing to cooperate with the Board, as required by N.J.A.C. 13:45C-1 et seq;
Paragraphs 1. through 4 below shall apply when a license Is suspended or revoked or
permanently surrendered, with or without prejudice. Paragraph 5 applies to licensees who

1. Document Return and Agency Notification

The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East
Front Strest, 2nd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183, the original license, current
. biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. In addition, if the
7 - licenses holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration, he or she shall promptly
advise the DEA of the licensure action. (With respect to suspensions of a finite term, at

2. Practice ‘Cessailon

The licenses shall cease and desist from engaging in the practice of medicine in this State,
This prohlibition not only bars a licensee from rendering professional services, but also from

(In situations where the licensee has been suspended for less than one year, the licensee
may accept payment from another professional who is using his/her office during the
period that the licensee is suspended, for the payment of salaries for office staff employed

at the time of the Board action.)
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A licensse whose license has been revoked, suspended for one (1) year or mors or
permanently surrendered must remove slgns and take affirmative action to stop
advertissments by which hismher eligibility to practice is represented. The licenses must
also take steps 1o remove his/her name from professional listings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or bilings. If the licenses's hame Is utilized in & group practice
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed.
A destruction report form obtained fram the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) must
be filed. If no other licensee is providing services at the location, all medications must be
removed and refurnad to the manufaolurer, if possible, destroyed or safeguarded. (in
situations where a lloense has been suspended for less than one year, prescription pads
and medications need not be destroysd but must be secursd in a locked place for

safekeeping.)

3. Practice Income Prohibitions/Divestiture of Equity Interest In Professional
Service Corporations and Limited Liability Companies

A licensee shali not charge, receive or share in any fes for professlonal services rendered
by him/hersslf or others while barred from engaging In the professional practice. The
licansee may be compensated for the reasonable valus of services lawfully rendered and
disbursements incurred on a patlent's behalf prior to the effective date of the Board action.

A licensae who is a shareholderin a professional servics corporation organized to engage
In the professional practice, whosa license is revoked, surrsndered or suspended for a
term of one (1) year or more shall be deemed to be disqualified from the practice within the
meaning of the Professional Service Corporation Act, (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-1 1). Adisqualified
licensee shall divest him/herself of all financial Interest In ‘the professional service
corporation purguant to N.J.8.A. 14A;17-13(c). A licensee who is @ member of a limited
llability company organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 42:1-44, shall divest him/herself of all
financial Interest. Such divestiture shall occur within 90 days following the tha entry of the
Order rendering the licensee disqualified to participate in the applicable form of ownership.
Upon divestiture, a licensee shall forward to the Board a copy of documentation forwarded
to the Secrstary of State, Commerclal Reporting Division, demonstrating that the interest
has been terminated. If the licensee Is the sole shareholder in s professional service
corporation, the corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the licenses's

disqualification,

4. Medical Records

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice Is closed or transferred to another location,
the ficensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month period following the effective date
of the disclplinary order, a message will be delivered fo patients cailing the former office
premises, advising where records may be obtained, The message should inform patients
of the names and telephone numbers of the licensee (or his/her attorney) assuming
custody of the records. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of a
notice fo be published at least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper of
general circulation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted. At the
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licensse shall promptly provide the record without change to the patient.

5, Probation/Monitoring Conditions

With respect 1o any licensee who Is ths subject of any Order imposing a probation or
monitaring requirement or a stay of an active suspension, in whole or in part, which is
canditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee shail
fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, Including the
Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Congumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the
licenses's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of the disciplined

practitionar,

(a)  Monitoring of practice conditions mayincluds, butis not limited to, inspection
of the professional premises and equipment, and inspection and copying of patient récords
(confidentiallty of patient Identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify compllance with

the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

(b)  Monitoring of status conditions for an impaired practitioner may include, but
is not limited to, practitioner cooperation In providing releases pemitting unrestricted
access to records and other information to the extent permitted by law from any treatment
facllity, other treating practitioner, support group or other Individual/facility involved in the
education, treatment, monltoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a
rehabilitation program for impaired practitioners. If bodily substance monitoring has been
ordered, the practitioner shail fully cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood,
urine or other sample in a timely manner and providing the designated sample,
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NOTICE OF REPQRTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY AGTIONS

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3(8), alf ordars of the New Jersay State Board of Medical Examiners are
available for public inspection. Shoyld any Inquiry be made concarming the status of a licensse, the
inquirer will be Informed of the existence of the order and a copy will be provided if raquested. All
evidentiary hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearings and the record, including the transcript and documents marked In evidencs, are available for

public inspeation, upon réquest,

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitie A 80.8, the anrd Is obligated to report to the National Practitioners Dats
Bank any action relating to a physlclan which is based on reasons relaling to professional competence

or professional conduct:

(1) Which revokes or suspends (or otherwlse restricls) a license,
{2) Which censures, reprimands or places on probation,
(3) Under which a license is surrendered.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 81.7, the Board s obligated to report to the Healtheara Intagrity and
Protection (HiP) Data Bank, any farmal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of a
license(and the length of any such suspansion), reprimand, censure or probation or any other losg of
license or the right to & Pply for, of renew, a ficense of the provider, supplier, or practitioner, whethar by
operation of law, voluntary surrander, nan-renewabllity, or otherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by such Federal or State agaenoy that is publicly avallable information,

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.46:9.1 9.13, if the Board refuses to issue, suspends, revokes or otherwize places
conditions on a ligense or permit, It Is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and haalth
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affillated snd every other board licensee in this stats

with whom he or she Is directly associated In private medical practice.

In accordance with an agrasment with the Federation of State Medioal Boards of the United Statas, a
list of ali disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appesr on the public agends
far the next monthly Board meeting and Is forwarded to thoss members of the public requesting a copy.
In addition, the same Summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meefing, which are also made

available to those requesting a copy.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which Is madse availabls to those members of the public requesting a copy.

On a periodic basie the Board disseminates to it liconsees a newsistter which Includes a briaf
description of all of the orders entereg by the Board,

From time to time, the Prasg Office of the Divigion of Consumer Affairs may Issue releasss including
the summarles of the contant of publiic orders,

Nothing herein is intendad in any way lo limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public documant,
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